Flip side 



Review quotes 



"In terms of actually doing politics, 
these kids are way ahead of me: their [sic] 
right in there fighting for their rights like you're 
supposed to do, & my hat's off to 'em." 

— Indy Unleashed #5 

"These kids all get together and report 
the battles students and faculty everywhere, 
and damn, they do a great job of articulating 
themselves! Right on." 

— Maximumrockandroll 

"Oblivion is a zine focusing on such 
'youth rights movement' issues as curfews, 
Internet restrictions, and age of consent." 
— MSRRT Newsletter 

"Most of this is well written and 
entertaining to read, even for someone that 
is no longer a youth like me, it seems like it 
would be invaluable information for high 
school kids." 

—10 Things Jesus Wants You To Know 

"This zine obviously intends to be a 
champion for youth rights and I think it is 
pretty successful in pulling that off." 

— Zine World 



Zines 



Inspiration 



Brat, Ker-bloom!, Puberty Strike, 
Typograpunx 



Music 



Useless information 



Oblivion is generally published 
quarterly. We are now a nonprofit corporation. 
Nobody makes money from this. We're poor, 
but we've still got mad angst. 

Subscriptions to Oblivion are $5 for 4 
issues. We accept, cash, checks, money 
orders and stamps. We also accept trades. 

We accept donations. We also sell 
buttons. Check out page 26 for an order form, 

Everything you see in this zine can be 
found on our website along with much, much 
more. 

We enjoy all kinds of zines. We only 
review zines that focus on youth issues. We 
don't review music, but we like to listen to it. 
We also like artistic mail. 

We don't accept advertising. Despite 
what you may think, our readers don't care 
about your breakthrough acne cream. 

We give free accounts to our writers. 
Afe are also looking for php coders . 



Contact 



Beastie Boys, Digable Planets, Less 
Than Jake, Suicide Machines 



Postal 

PO Box 95227 
Seattle, WA 98145-2227 
Web 

oblivion.net 
Email 

oblivion@oblivion.net 
Submissions 

nemo@oblivion.net 



Extra Special Thanks 



Olympia Networking Services 
(www.olywa.net) — for all the free Internet 
services! 
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Oblivion speaks 



"You've gone corporate!" they shouted. 
So we beat them up. 

Oblivion is a corporation now — 
nonprofit to be exact. In the near future, we 
should be a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit. 
Then we'll get those phat nonprofit bulk mail 
rates! 

Oblivion is governed by a Board of 
Directors. The 1999 Board consists of Ben 
Livingston (me), President and Treasurer; 
Maria Gonzalez, Vice-President; Tyler 
Creviston, Secretary; Sven Berger; Jason 
Kende; Kristen Mason; Lawrence Rozanski, 
III; and Didrik Wold. Besides being full of 
angst, these eight people decide everything 
Oblivion. For more information on Board 
matters, visit oblivion.net/board/. 

Here's a brief overview of the tax 
exemption process: 

Me: We want nonprofit bulk mail rates. 

Post Office: Fill out this big long form. 

Form I: You need to be a 501 (c)(3) first. Talk 
to the IRS. 

IRS: Fill out this horrendously long Form. In 
addition, you should read this even 
horrendously longer Publication first. 

Form II: You need an Employer Identification 
Number first. Fill out this comparatively tiny 
Form. 
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by Jestapher 



Fill out Form III. Send it in. Wait. Receive 
Employer Identification Number. 

Form II: Now that you've spent six hours with 
me, you're finally ready to fill out this other 
Form. 

Form IV: Are you a rich nonprofit or a poor 

nonprofit? 

Me: Poor. 

Form IV: Okay. Your filing fee shall be $1 50. 

Me: Fuck. 

Form I and II: Heh heh heh. I love this game. 

As you can see, it's an excruciatingly 
fun process. 

This issue of Oblivion is bigger than 
any Oblivion to date. We've switched to legal- 
size paper. Last issue had 1,309 square 
inches of printing space. This issue has 
1 ,666. We've added 357 square inches and 
we've got the mark of the beast! Can you 
believe it? 

Much has been happening in our little 
world. From server moves to button making 
to personal stuff like getting hit by cars or 
getting new significant others. That's why this 
issue is late. I just thought I'd throw in the 
obligatory "why this issue is late" statement. 
Wouldn't want to be different from any other 

zines. 
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that you underfund, than 16-year-olds are old 
enough to play a part in making them better." 
Some people believe that young 
people are too immature and incompetent 
to vote. Besides the fact that there is no 
competency test for voting and incompetents 
rarely vote, that same excuse was used to 
bar women and minorities from voting. 
Similarly, some people believe that kids will 
vote the same way as their parents. Besides 
being patronizing and demeaning, that claim 
is simply false. When women were fighting 
for the right to vote it was alleged that they 
would vote the same way as their husbands. 
When women were granted the right to vote 
that allegation was proven false, and similar 
allegations would be proven false if youth 
were granted the right to vote. Many 
historians have concluded that, as the 



Michigan City (IN) News-Dispatch (5/15/98) 
found, "the excuses for keeping the vote from 
young people are the same ones that kept 
women and minorities disenfranchised for 
more than a century." 

Join YouthSpeak and restore 
democracy to America. YouthSpeak is the 
only national organization working for youth 
suffrage. Working with YouthSpeak is the 
most effective way to get the vote. 
Remember: The voting age must be lowered 
if America is to be a free and democratic 
nation and youth need to be granted their 
human right to take part in the business of 
their own nation by being allowed to vote. 

YouthSpeak can be reached through 
email at youthspeak@oblivion.net or on the 
web at oblivion.net/youthspeak/. 



Ever feel like you're just a number? 



Does your town have a curfew? 
Fuck that! Is your principal a fascist? 
Let him know! Does your school 
resemble 1984 with all of it's random 
searches? Make them think you're 
hiding somethingl 




If you are a phat organization or 
want mad, mad quantities, contact 
jest@oblivion.net for special pricing. 
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Send cash or check to: 
Oblivion 
PO Box 95227 
Seattle, WA 98145-2227 



QTY 




FUCK THE CURFEW 

MY TEACHER IS UNFIT 

JUVENILE DELINQUENT 

MY PRINCIPAL IS A FASCIST 

MY LOCKER CONTAINS DRUGS 

THIS UNIFORM VIOLATES MY RIGHTS 

ANGRY YOUTH 

DON'T TREAT ME LIKE A KID AND PUNISH 

ME LIKE AN ADULT 
_ OPPRESS THE YOUTH 
. YOUTH CULTURE KILLED MY CAT 
_ DROP OUT NOW 

I AM PROTESTING THE CURFEW 



TOTAL #x $1.00 = $. 



TOTAL PRICE 
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Youth suffrage and YouthSpeak 

Avi Hein 



by 



All American citizens have the right to 
vote, correct? Wroigl Over 26% of 
American citizens are denied the right to vote 
. solely on account of their age. This is not 
democracy. This is not equality. This is not 
right! 

When the Constitution of the United 
States was written, very few people had the 
right to vote. At the ratification in 1788, only 
21 -year-old property owning white males had 
the right to vote. Later, all 21 -year-old white 
males were given the right to vote. The 14th 
Amendment redefined citizenship to include 
all persons either naturalized or born in the 
United States. With the passage of the 15th 
Amendment in 1870, all males given the right 
to vote, regardless of race. Fifty years later, 
the 19th Amendments cave women the right 
to vote. Until 1971 , onfy people over the age 
of 21 could vote. During the Vietnam War, 
due to protests and citizen action, the 26th 
Amendment was ratified, lowering the voting 
age to 18. The argument at that time was 
that if 18-, 19-, and 20-year-olds were old 
enough to die for their country, shouldn't they 
at least have the right to /ote for the politicians 
that are sending them to their deaths. 

Twenty-six percents of the American 
population is under the: age of 18. Twenty- 
six percent of the American population is 
denied the fundamental right to determine 
the rules they must live under. That is wrong! 
That is undemocratic! That is un-American! 
Justice and democracy are at the forefront 
of American society — at least in theory. For 
too long equality and j jstice have been at 
the backburner of society, ignored by 
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politicians and people alike. It's time to return 
to the ideologies and principles that this 
nation has lived by. It's time to allow all 
American citizens the right to vote. 

YouthSpeak, founded in March 1997 
by high school student Avi Hein, is America's 
first and only organization dedicated to 
extending the right to vote to people under 
18. Since March 1998 and until Election Day 
of 1998, YouthSpeak will be involved in series 
of voting rights protests called Operation 
Register. 

Taxation without representation exists 
in America. It existed in 1776, when the 
colonists fought against the British control, 
and it exists today — in the late 20th century. 
Young people are taxed, all through sales 
taxes, many through income taxes, property 
taxes for those who own property, and a 
myriad of other taxes. 

Most youths are law-abiding. Young 
people obey laws that they have no say in 
making. That is wrong! Rebecca Tilsen, 14, 
of Minneapolis testified in a Minnesota House 
subcommittee in 1991 that, "if 16-year-olds 
are old enough to drink the water polluted by 
the industries that you regulate, if 16-year- 
olds are old enough to breathe the air ruined 
by garbage burners that government built, if 
16-year-olds are old enough to walk on the 
streets made unsafe by terrible drugs and 
crime policies, if 16-year-olds are old enough 
to live in poverty in the richest country in the 
world, if 16-year-olds are old enough to get 
sick in a country with the worst public health- 
care programs in the world, and if 16-year- 
olds are old enough to attend school districts 
25 summer '99 
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Jestapher edited this. Maria 
Gonzalez drew the marvelous cover 
art. J. Leavitt drew the comic on 
page 4. Jestapher drew the comic 
on page 6. Nemomancer handled 
submissions. Jestapher layed it all 
out. Eggnog helped with some 
scanning. Proofreaders included 
namgorf, Maria Gonzalez, 
Sillyrabbit and Tyler. Emily is our 
new web geek. 

Oblivion can be postal 
serviced at PO Box 95227, Seattle, 
WA 98145-2227. We can be 
reached at oblivion@oblivion.net or 
on the web at oblivion.net. 

We give shell accounts to our 
writers. In addition, we are looking 
for unix geeks who know php and 

MySQL. 
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The news in brief 






by Sillyrabbit 



July 2, 1999 
London, England 

The British government has banned 
the sale of cigarette lighter refills to anyone 
under the age of 1 8 in an attempt to reduce 
the number of deaths among teenagers who 
try to get high by inhaling butane. 

June 30, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 

On a 270-159 vote, the House 
approved legislation to prohibit taking a minor 
to another state for an abortion in order to 
circumvent parental consent or notification 
laws. A presidential veto, however, is 
expected. 

June 28, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 

As part of the Juvenile Justice Bill that 
passed this week, 25,000 public schools 
and libraries that are funded by federal 
subsidies will be required to install Internet 
filtering software to block "inappropriate" 
websites. 

June 22, 1999 
Aledo, Texas 

Columbia University's popular "Go Ask 
Alice!" has been removed from the library 
shelves at Aledo Middle School. Parental 
consent is required to check the book out 
oblivion 



from Aledo High School. The local school 
board voted 3-1 to restrict the book — which 
answers common questions young people 
have about sexual health, drugs, and other 
topics — after a parent complained about 
its content. 

June 18, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 

A federal appeals court upheld 
Washington DCs youth curfew law, which 
had been declared unconstitutional by two 
lower courts. Youth are "less able to make 
mature decisions in the face of peer pressure 
and are more in need of parental supervision 
during curfew hours," wrote Judge Lawrence 
H. Silberman. 

June 17, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 

The House of Representatives moved 
to vote on a Juvenile Justice bill that included 
a plethora of amendments meant to curb 
youth violence. One of many of the 
amendments would prohibit the sale of 
violent material to any person under the age 
of 18. 

This would include prohibiting the sale 
of video games, videos, and music labeled 
as "violent" or that would appeal "to the 
prurient, shameful or morbid interest," 
including all merchandise with parental 
advisory warnings and all R-rated movies. 




Dick. 
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around, so we talked to his secretary She 
got on her walkie-talkie (of which I'm sure 
she's very proud) and started spouting weird 
codes and garble. 

"Five to one, this is base." Blah, blah, 
blah. "Didrik Wold is 
here to see you." 
Blah, blah, blah. 

Dick finally 
showed up and we 
took a seat in his 
office. 

"I didn't read 
through the whole 
thing, but in what I did 
read I found some 
'shits' and 'bastards' 
and such. And we 
have a policy about 
profanity..." 

We tried to 
explain that there are only a few profane 
words in Oblivion, to no avail. 
"A policy is a policy." 
But those articles are submitted by 
individuals, and to censor them would be 
wrong. 

Nope. "Any publication that we 
authorize here at OHS has to live up to the 
same standards as our school paper, and 
one of those is no profanity." 

"What if we put a warning on it, telling 
people that there is profanity in it?" 

"I told you: no profanity. We can not 
allow you to distribute things with profanity 
in it at school. Some kid takes a copy home 
and shows it to his parents and then I start 
getting phone calls asking why I'm allowing 
this. Other companies have also asked to 
be able to advert ise at OHS." 
oblivion 



"But Oblivon is free; we're a nonprofit 
organization." 

"It coesn't matter, no profanity." 

"Well, what if we were to make a 
censored copy to disxibute at school?" 

"Maybe, I'd have to take another look 
at it. Thanks for seeing things from my 
viewpoint." 

"No problem." fucker, I thought. "If we 
do decide to make a censored copy, we'll 
come back and let you take a peek at it 
Thanks for your time " 

So we were rejected because Oblivion 
has a few objectionable words in it ... figures. 
We weren't about to c ensor Oblivion, though 
we thought about it. So, I tried doing it the 
"right" way and that didn't work. In reality, it 
didn't stop us from giving sssues to people 
who asked for them 

Toward the erd of the school year, 
Nemomancer and myself organized a 
distribution day. After school on the last day 
we were going to pa ss out as many copies 
of Oblivion as we could pey to print. When 
that day arrived, we only had 50 copies, but 
that didn't stop us. Eggnog, Pergatory and 
myself passed out Oblivions to people we 
knew and people we didn't. Some even got 
special greetings from Eggnog such as 
"Merry Christmas" or "Happy Chanukah." It 
wasn't the biggest, most splendid distribution 
of Oblivion, but at lesst we got some copies 
out there 

Even though we didn't get Oblivion 
authorized and even though we weren't able 
to distribute that mary copies, I still feel as if 
I've accomplished something. If nothing else, 
at least I got 200 po nts in my Health class 
for doing a "very original 'make something 

h appen' project " _ 
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Oblivion attempts to fight 
the system from within 



by namgorf 



I had just started high school, Olympia 
High School to be exact. Through friends, I 
heard about a zine originally based at this 
school created by students, both former and 
current. The name: Oblivion. It sparked my 
interest. I mean, who, a f ter 8 years of school, 
wouldn't be interested in trying tc stop the 
fascism and dictatorship that school is? 
(Okay, maybe there are many, but I wasn't 
about to be one of them.) 

Through powerful sources and voodoo 
magic, I came to be acquainted with several 
people who had been involved with Oblivion 
since it's inception nearly 3 years ago. I 
learned as much as I could, read all the past 
issues, and became more and more 
interested. 

Somehow, I came up with this crazy 
idea of resurrecting Oblivion. Well, Oblivion 
never actually died, it just turned it's attention 
to "less regional" matters and gave up on 
Olympia High. I, however, felt it should be 
distributed in high schools. High school 
students are the ones that we're trying to 
educate. Adults don't seem to be to stuck in 
their mindset. We have to get the message 
to the youth so lhat when they grow older 
and become the politicians, lawyers and 
business people, they can change things. 

Overtime, I bothered enough people, 
gathered enough info, and v/aited ... waited 
. . . waited for the next issue to be printed. That 
day arrived on Friday April 17, 1998. The 



previous day, I had stopped Mr. Dick Allen, 
Olympia High School Principal, in the hall 
and told him that I wanted to meet with him 
to discuss getting a certain publication 
authorized for distribution at Olympia High. 
He told me to make an appointment, so 
make an appointment I did. I anxiously 
awaited our Tuesday meeting, hoping for the 
best. I was fairly certain we would be able to 
get Oblivion authorized. Just one thing 
loomed in front of me: profanity — the school 
hates it, and Oblivion has it. On Saturday, 
Nemomancer dropped off 15 copies of the 
recently printed Oblivion and I was psyched. 
This is gonna work, I thought. Hopefully 
Principal Dick doesn't notice this letter talking 
about how principals suck. 

The next day, I showed the zine to a 
few friends — they loved it. Later that night, 
my mom read through it and she thought it 
was really cool. On Monday, I left a copy of 
Oblivion with Dick's secretary and asked her 
to give it to him as soon as possible. Later 
that day, the secretary read Oblivion. She also 
thought it was really cool. She thought it was 
great that us kids were actually taking the 
time to do all this stuff and stand up for what 
we believed in. After that, I was even more 
pumped about the meeting the next day. 
Everybody who had read it so far loved it, 
why wouldn't the principal love it too? 

On Tuesday, Eggnog and I headed to 
Dick's office during second period. He wasn't 
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June 11, 1999 

Arenac County, Michigan 

A 25-year-old was convicted of 
swearing in front of children by an Arenac 
County Court. He was originally charged with 
swearing in front of women and children, but 
District Judge Allen Yenior ruled the "women" 
part of the statute to be unconstitutional. 

June 9, 1999 

Your local movie theater 

Pushed by President Clinton — and 
trying to prevent legislation that would 
mandate the same thing — representatives 
of movie theater owners across the country 
announced that they would begin requiring 
teenagers to present photo identification 
when they showed up to see an R-rated film 
without an adult. 

May 28, 1999 

Silver Spring, Maryland 

Northern High School student Nick 
Becker walked out of his graduation in protest 
of school prayer. With the help of the ACLU, 
Nick and the school came to an agreement 

Nonchalant by j. Leavitt 



to observe 30 seconds of silence instead of 
the formal prayer they were accustomed to. 
Apparently, the school didn't fully uphold it's 
end of the bargain. 

May 28, 1999 
Ashland, Oregon 

District Attorney Mark Huddleston 
denied a parent's request to examine 
Ashland High School expulsion records, 
even if the student names are blacked out. 
Paul Copeland said he wanted to see the 
records so he could judge whether the 
district is handling expulsions fairly since it 
enacted a zero-tolerance policy on drugs. 

May 28, 1999 
Lansing, Michigan 

The Michigan Senate approved a bill 
that will require parental advisory labels on 
tickets and advertisements for all concerts 
by performers whose albums have parental 
advisory warnings. 

This bill is similar to many others being 
considered in state legislatures throughout 
the country that would place ratings or 
warnings on tickets. 



Ok. we've hod the stupid teacher and 
the angry teacher Next is 




Haw come big hunk isn't 
a teacher type? 




fr-t^-H 
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May 20, 1999 
Conyers, Georgia 

Six students were injured when a 
classmate with a handgun and a sawed-off 
rifle opened fire at school. It was the one 
month anniversary of the Littleton, Colorado 
massacre. 

May 14, 1999 

Boston, Massachusetts 

"Whoever sells exotic hair coloring, so- 
called, to any person under the age of 
eighteen shall be punished by a fine of not 
less than one hundred dollars for the first 
offense, not less than two hundred dollars 
for a second offense and not less than three 
hundred dollars for any third or subsequent 
offense." 

Those are the exact words of a bill 
before the Massachusetts State Legislature. 
No kidding. 

May 10, 1999 
Brimfieid, Ohio 

With aid from the ACLU, eleven 
students who were expelled from school 
after a teacher found their comments on a 
gothic website which school officials didn't 
like were readmitted. 

April 28, 1999 

Washington, D.C. 

Instant drug detectors, hair-sample 
testing kits, and electronic scanners 
identifying students by handprint could be put 
in more of the nation's schools under a $1 

million Senate proposal. 
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March 23, 1999 
Washington, D.C. 

The Supreme Court limited the drug 
testing of students by refusing to allow a 
school district to test all students who violate 
its disciplinary rules. 

March 21, 1999 
Portland, Oregon 

Youth rights activist Tifnee Smith and 
over 50 protesters marched through 
downtown Portland to protest the City's teen 
curfew law. At midnight, the teens violated 
said curfew — again, in protest. Police stood 
at a distance and let the First Amendment 
take precedence over the Portland 
ordinance. 

March 8, 1999 
Detroit, Michigan 

A 17-year-old high school senior sued 
her school in suburban Detroit over a policy 
barring Wiccans from meeting on campus 
and banning the wearing of pentagrams The 
policy at Lincoln Park High School was 
intended to suppress gangs and cults. 

March 3, 1999 
Richmond, Virginia 

The Richmond City Council voted to 
forbid "pornographic" concerts at which 
minors might be present. The legislation 
would prevent minors from attending 
"pornographic" concerts if the City knows 
about such concerts in advance. It would 
also penalize performers if something 

happened spontaneously 
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Instead of a final, his students must 
publish and distribute a zine. They're 
encouraged to express themselves and write 
exactly what they feel. Some challenge the 
establishment while others write about life 
in the ghetto. A bright and shining star on a 
cloudy night, Norristown Area High School 
practices what the rest of the country's teens 
are preaching. Go them. 

Send Mr. Doyle a copy of your zine and 
he'll send you the motherioad ... or rather ... 
a big Of pile of his. Fun fun fun!!! 

Drop Out 
Issue 6 
$1 

1114 21st Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Tired of the same old 
M ^ m teachers day in and day 
out, force-feeding you a bunch of crap that'll 
do just about squat when it comes time to 
enter "the real world"? Drop Out is the best 
guide I've seen yet to getting ahead with 
alterative learning. 

The Last 
Issue 9, May '98 
Donation 

PO Box 21898 
Milwaukee, Wl 
53221-0898 

"In memory of 
the first." The Last 
doesn't really center on any particular theme. 
It's mostly dedicated to the practice of free 
speech in vet another oppressive high 
oblivion 



school. With a few art ctes, some poetry and 
a splash of artwork, I found it to be pretty 
entertaining. 





Brat 

Issue 7 

$7 for 4 issues 

PO Box 4964 
Louisville. KY 40204- 
0964 
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Out of Louisville, 
Kentucky comes a 
familiar cry. Down with 
dress codes and screw the curfew! Much 
like Oblivion, Brat :akes on oppressive 
issues and urges the public to take action 
This beautifully organised (and polished) zine 
is well worth your tirr e and damn inspiring 
to boot. Get your cop/ today! You can write 
them at postmaster^brat.org or visit their 
website at brat.org. 



\ Gjmme a ; 

subscription, 

you.: punk ass 

ibitch! 



inscriptions are 
5 fqr 4 issues. 
yje aiccept cash, 
hecks, money 
itdeis, stamp? 
r)d (jrack. Send 
tUo us. Now. ! 
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me reviews 



by Xaxu 
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Puberty Strike 
Issue 3, February '98 

$2 

o'c Heroes for today 
PC Box 12125 
Be-keley.CA 94712 



A day in the life of a 
boy in Tucson, Arizona. 
Seth will tell you about he hottest hangouts 
in town (and exactly what kind of hanky- 
panky goes on there!). You'll also get the 
skinny on local street gangs, fun comics, 
bizarre quizzes, and a whole lotta humor. I 
highly recommend this zine. Buy it, read it, 
love it. 

Here Title Place 
Volume 3, Issue 5 
Free 

A glimpse back 
to the fun-filled days 
of high school. 
Interesting interviews 
from what's for lunch 

to the social and psychological aspects of 
being "tall." (Height anc! popularity for those 
of you who didn't get tiat.) People on the 
Bus" was a particularly favorite article of mine 
because it was so easy to relate to being an 
avid rider myself. Here Title Place has been 
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running since 1995 and continues in the fight 
for free-speech For more information write 
them at htp@oblivion.net or check out their 
web site at oblivion.net/htp/. 

Mr. Doyle's Zine Project 
A few bucks 

The Wingspan 
Norristown Area High School 
1900 Eagle Dr. 
Norristown, PA 19403 

Somewhere hidden in the usual uproar 
of Norristown, Pennsylvania, there lies a high 
school. In this school there is a paper called 
"The Wingspan." In this paper lies the very 
thing the rest of us are fighting so hard to 
attain: free speech. "What?!" you ask. "How 
can this be?" In this paper you can read about 
issues such as random searches and unfair 
search and seizures. There's even a comic 
about a wacky dog that can rip off his 
appendages on command. Wait. Isn't this the 
very thing that Joe Blow was suspended for 
just last year? You'd be right in thinking so. 
But hold on, there's more. Mr Chief Advisor 
to this paper had an idea the other day. Why 
not have his students write their very own 
zines instead of having that highly overrated 
multiple choice test each year? For five years 
now, John Doyle has been working on this 

so-called "Zine Project." 
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